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Editorial 
RELIGIOUS FREEDOM: GROWTH AND CHALLENGE 
Almost complete religions I'rc~~lorrr i l l  

Eastern Europe. Amazing c.sl);~rrsioll 0 1 '  
religious freedom (and tlrcs sl)(.(-rrc3 01' 
regression) in the Soviet U~~iorl.  ' ~ ' ( ' I I S  01' 
thousands of Christian soltlic3rs ~)l.itjr.i~~g 
in Saudi Arabia, the honic. 01' Isli1111's 
holiest shrines. Christian rrri~~oritic-s i l l  

Arab nations experiencing prcSssl~rc. : I I I I I  
decline because of Westcr11 i g ~ ~ o r i ~ ~ ~ ( ~ ( ~  
andneglect oflegitimate Ar:~l) (c-sl)c~c.ii~Ily 
Palestinian) concerns. 1'(%\v 01' tl~c-sc* 
astoundingdevelop~nents\v(~r~~ i ~ ~ l i ~ g i r ~ ~ a ~ l  
when the editors startctl workir~g O I I  1111s 
issue on religious frectlor I I  st~vc.~.:~l y(.ilr~ 
ago. Today, as we look 1);~c.k 1111 11 (.OII~,II, 
of years of breatlititkirrg (*lrit~~gv 01 
religious freedom (in(~l~~(I i~rgt  I ~ I - I I I I ~ I I I ~ O I I \  

improvement in m;urjr. :II,I*;I\),  i \  i t  ):IHIII 
timetoreflectcarc:li~IIyo~~ ~ ~ \ ~ I I I I I ~ I I ~ ~ I I I I . ( ~  

and prospects. 

Christianity has 
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modern world 
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Both historic*i~ll!. i ~ ~ r ~ l  tl~c~ologically, 
religious frec.tlo111 I I ; I \  ; I  ~)ri~rr;~cy in the 
interrelated ~ I I I S I I S I .  I )I' I)olitic.;il, social, 
and economic I ' ~ ( * I ~ I ~ ~ I I I \ I .  

Historically. (:l~risti;~r~itv 11;is playeda 
key role in the ( s ~ ~ ~ ( - r p - ~ ~ ( . ~ s  ol'l'lcedom in 
the modern worltl. \ \ ' I ,  tl;trc, Ilcaver forget 
(or refuse to c o ~ ~ l i ~ s s ) .  o l ' ( ~ ) ~ ~ r s c ,  the long 
history of religio~~s ol~l)rc~ssior~ waged by 
Christian govc3rr~lr~c.r~ts itgitins Jews, 
Muslims, ant1 111-rc-ticas. 'i'll(> sixteenth- 
century Anal);~l)tists tvlro dared to 
challenge marc. ~ I I ; I I I  ;I ~nillcnium of 
Constantinianis~~~ \ \ , l ~ i c , l ~  1111itcc1 church 
and state died 1)y t11(- tl~or~si~rrtls for their 
radically unpoprll;~r \ , i~*\ \~s.  I3ut their 
minoritywitness Iias i\rcx\.;til(~l imdalmost 
all Christians ~ u ~ t l  ;t gro\\ , i~~g ntnnber of 
other  people now i t r ( ~ ~ p t  religious 
freedom and th(* "scy;u;~tio~r of church 
and state" as basic. c~lc-~~rc-rrts of a good 
society. 

Evenduringtl~c(:o~~st;~~~tinianphase, 
Christianity contril)~rtotl  to this 
development. One ol' tlrc* 111ost basic 
elements of free socictticas is that 
government is limited ;uld rc:cognizes 
the independence ant1 ticotlorn of other 
institutionsin society (e.g., fi~nily, media, 

schools, religious instititutions, economic 
strl~ctures, etc). In European history, one 
of the roots of this limitation on 
govc>rnment flowed from the Christian 
c.ol~l;:ssion that Jesus is Lord and 
tI~orc-l;)rc: allegiance to Christ and his 
I ~ I I I I ~ ( ~ I I  rcbpresents a higher loyalty than 
I I I I -  c-itizc~r~'~ commitment to the state. 
Still~, tot;~lit;~rianism is impossible and 
11.11g11 I I I \  li.cvtlom is inevitablewhenlarge 
I I I I I I I \ I I + I  \ 01' ( :l~ristians implement this 
llil\l(* l l l ~ l l l ~ l ,  

'1'111~1og11~i111y. rc*ligious freedom is a 
131111,iitl  ~ ~ I I ~ I I I I * I I ~  01' 1)il)Iic;il faith. God 

wi~s \villi~lg to give. his c11oscr11 p(ro1)1c the 
~ ' ~ I - I - I I O I I I  ~ I I I ( I  sl)i~c.(* to rcjcact his will and 
still c-rqoy t l ~ o  created gifts of food and 
11c:altll. Icsrls' varable of the wheat and 
tares speaks not to church discipline 
within the church but to religious freedom 
in the larger society (Mt. 13: 2 6 3 0 ) .  The 
field where the tares are allowed to grow 
is the world. It  is God's will for persons to 
have the freedom to choose unbelief or 
wrong belief and still live in God's good 
field until the end of history. 

Because relieious freedom is so 
0 

important, we dare not allowthesuccesses 
of the past couple of years to blindaus to 
continGingproblems. It is not yet certain 
that the great changes inthe Soviet Union 
will be permanent. Muslim societies 
continue to infringe on religious freedom 
in sweeping ways. It is often illegal for 
Muslims to convert to another religion 
and death is, with some frequency, the 
ghastly penalty. Christians should 
undertake a new sr~stainecl challenge to - 
Islam to abandon its rc.ligious repression. 
(At the same ti~nc-, (:llristii~~~s should be 
careful to ofli,r Mr~slims the same 
religious freedom in so-cal1ed"Christian" 
nations that we seek in other societies). 

In human history, religious freedom 
has been the exception, not the norm. 
Only persistent vigilance will guarantee 
its survival and growth. 
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