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Abstract

Theam of thisthesisisto develop a conceptud framework for theologica
contextuaisation with gpecid reference to the Hispanic American socioculturd
context. This thesis begins with acritical andyss of the concept, of key issues and of
current models of theologica contextudisation in Roman Catholic, Ecumenica
Protestant, and Evangelica Protestant circles. In this andyss two issues emerge as
being vita to the contextudisation process. (1) the methodology employed in an
andysis of asocioculturd context and (2) the treetment of the biblica text.

The examination of the firs issue reveds that some contextua models (e.g.,
Liberation) employ conflict theories while others (e.g.. Adaptive) employ order
(function) theories of socid structure in their analyses of sociocultural contexts.
Concluding that each of these theories addresses only one aspect of socid redity, this
thesis develops atheoretical framework (adiaectica interaction gpproach) which
focuses on both eements of conflict and of order in itsanalysis of a culturaly
plurdigtic context.

Thistheoretica framework is then utilised in acritica andyss of the sociohistorical
experience of Hispanic Americans in the Southwestern United States vis-a- visthe
predominant (Anglo American) society. Asaresult of thisandyss (which includes
power relationships, god orientations, and types of adaptation) key themes reflecting
the exigtentia concerns of this group are isolated. Centra among these is the Hispanic
American search for identity.

Attention isthen given in thisthesis to the second issue: the treatment of the biblica
text in the contextuaisation process. This andysis reved's that some gpproaches
consider the biblica text while others the sociocultura context to be normative in the
contextudisation process. Utilizing key concepts from the modern hermeneutica
debate and from the socid sciencesthis thesis develops amode (an
ethnohermeneutic) which seeksto do justice to the biblica text while achieving a
fundamental engagement with the sociocultural context.

Thismodd informs theologicd reflection in the final chapter. Following acritica
andysis of key themes and proposed biblica anaogies this thesis posits anew
andogy (i.e, Helenigtic Chrigtians) for theologica reflection on the Higpanic
American search for identity.



